Service Insert

Cantate - 4 Sunday after Easter
“Oh, sing to the Lord a new song!”
May 3, 2026

THE INTROIT (after the general Absolution) Psalm 98:1a, 2; Psalm 98:1b, 34
(P) (Antiphon) OH, SING to the Lord a new song! Alle- | luia! *
For he has done marvelous things; | Alleluia!
The Lord has made known His salvation; Alle- | luia! *
His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the nations. |

Alleluia!
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¥ His right hand and His ho- | ly arm *
Have gained Him | the victory.
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Glo - 1y be to the Fa - ther and to the Son
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and to the Ho - ly Spirit; as it was in the be-gin-ning,
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is now, and ev-er shall be, for - ev-er-more. A - men.
(P] (Antiphon)
THE GRADUAL & VERSE (after the Epistle) Psalm 118:16; Romans 6:9
P Alle- | luia! *
Al- | — leluia!

The right hand of the Lord is ex- | alted; *
The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. | Alleluia!
Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies | no more. *
Death no longer has dominion over Him. | Alleluia!
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Al-1le - lu-ia! Al - le-lu-ia! Al-le - lu - ia!



HYMNS
OPENING HYMN TLH #231 - We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost
HYMN (after the Creed) TLH #234 — Holy Ghost, with Light Divine
HYMN (after General Prayer) TLH #226 — Come, Oh, Come Thou (st. 1-6)
DISTRIBUTION HYMN TLH #306 - Lord Jesus Christ Thou Hast Prepared

Epistle: James 1:16-21 Gospel: John 16:5-15

from the Smalcald Articles: Art. III, Part 3

The New Testament keeps and urges this office of the Law, as St. Paul does
when he says, “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men” (Romans 1:18). Also, “the whole
world may be accountable to God.... No human being will be justified in His
sight” (Romans 3:19-20). And, Christ says, the Holy Spirit will convict the
world of sin (John 16:8). This is God’s thunderbolt. By the Law He strikes down
both obvious sinners and false saints. He declares no one to be in the right, but
drives them all together to terror and despair. This is the hammer. As Jeremiah
says, “Is not My word like ... a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”
(23:29)...This is what true repentance means. Here a person needs to hear
something like this, “You are all of no account, whether you are obvious
sinners or saints «in your own opinions>. You have to become different from
what you are now. You have to act differently than you are now acting,
whether you are as great, wise, powerful, and holy as you can be. Here no one
is godly.”

But to this office of the Law, the New Testament immediately adds the
consoling promise of grace through the Gospel. This must be believed. As
Christ declares, “Repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). That is,
become different, act differently, and believe My promise. John the Baptist
(preceding Christ) is called a preacher of repentance, but this is for the
forgiveness of sins. That is, John was to accuse all and convict them of being
sinners. This is so they can know what they are before God and acknowledge
that they are lost. So they can be prepared for the Lord to receive grace and to
expect and accept from Him the forgiveness of sins. This is what Christ Himself
says, “Repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in My name to
all nations” (Luke 24:47).

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK & NEXT

(none)

EVENTS IN THE NEAR FUTURE...
Wed.,May 6 - Vespers, 6:30 PM
Sun., May 10 - Bible class/Sunday school, 9 AM
- Divine Service, 10:15 AM (Easter 5, also Mother’s Day)



